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Kind may be of Ufe at Sea to take the Dift ince of 
the Moon's Limb from the Sun or a Star, in order to 
find the Ship's Longitude, when the Theory of that 
Planet is perfected, I leave to Trials to determine. 

The Society have the Satisfadion of knowing that 
Theory to be already brought to a good Degree of 
Certainty and Exaftnefs, thro' the confummate Skill 
in Aftronomy, and indefatigable Diligence in obferv* 
ing, of a very learned Member ; and have great Rea- 
fon to hope, that this ufeful and difficult Part of 
Aftronomy will in a little time appear to be abfolute- 
iy compleated by the continued Labour and Applica- 
tion of fome of their own Body. 



IL Jn ExtraB of a Vifjertation De Stylis Vete- 
rum^ 3c diverfis Ghartarum generibus, [^by 
theHoih Sir John Clerk, one of the Karons of the 
Exchequer in Scotland^ and F.^ 5.] % Roger 
GalCj Bff^ Vice-^refident and Treajurer ^ S» 

THE learned and judicious Author takes occafion 
from fome antique Brafs Implements found near 
the Wall of Antoninus Pius, now named Grahanfs 
Dyke^m Scotland^ to give us this curious DilTertatioa 
upon the Stylus^ an Inftrument ufed by the Ancients 
for Writing, with the Figures of fome of them annex'd 
in a Copper Plate ; two of which are reprefented in 
the Shape and Form of the Roman Fihula ; but the 
Author is of Opinion they were defigned for a differ* 
ent Purpofe, for which he produces very cogent Rea- 
fons, 
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He obferve?, that before the Ufe of Pens the An- 
cients performed their Writing with an Inftrument 
cali'd by them a Stylus or Graphium. The Matter 
of it was Gold, Silver, Brafs, Iron, or Bone ; the 
Shape various, but alike in being pointed and iharp 
at one End, and flat and broad at the other End : The 
firft for writing, or rather cutting their Letters, the 
latter for defacing or rubbing out whatever wanted 
Corredion ; for all which, as well as for every thing 
elfe alTerted by him, he produces fufficient Proofs from 
proper Authors. 

He informs us, that the StyU made of Iron, were 
fometimes ufed as Daggers, and quotes two PafTages 
out of Suetonius to prove it^ one vAitxtJulms Csfar 
is fa id to have wounded Cajftus m the Arm, Gra^ 
phio ; the other, where he tells us it was cuftomary 
with Caligula to get his Enemies murdered, Gra-^ 
phiiSy when they came into the Senate-Houfe, and 
confirms thefe two Paflages by a third, taken from 
Senecds Firft Book De dementia. He fuppofes the 
Stylus made of Bone was for the Ufe of Women and 
Children, as lefs dangerous than thofe of Metal ^ 
by a Quotation from Prudent ius^ it appears that Caf- 
Janus the Martyr was kill'd by his Scholars with Iron 

Styli. 

He agrees with PetaviuSj or his Editors, that the 
Implements, which gave Birth to this Differtation, 
were Styli^ and not Fibula ad conneBendas vejes^ 
as Monfaucon and other Antiquaries have imagined, 
and thinks an Objedion that the Tongues of the Styli 
muft have been much longer than the Tongues of 
their fuppofed Fibul^^ to be of little Weight , fince 
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there inuft have been fome of them longer., and fome 
of them ftiorter, according to the diiFerent Fancies of 
the Writers. Military Men might fometimes write 
with the Point of their Daggers, and from this Prac* 
tice iheVfovds Stylus and Ttigio c^^mc to be confound- 
ed ;, but Men of Bufinefs and private Perfons cannot 
be fuppofed to have made ufe of Daggers for Writing. 
He obferves alfo, which is no fmall Argument for his 
Side of the Queftion, that if Monfauc on had confult- 
ed the numerous Draughts he has pubiilhed of the 
Habits belonging to the old Greeks and Romans^ he 
would not have found one of thefe Implements, either 
as a Fattening or an Ornament upon them. 

He proceeds next to a Defcription of thefe StyU 
found in Scotland^ and fhews how they were accom- 
modated to the Bufinefs he fuppofes them defigned 
for; but as the Copper Plate prefixed to his Differta- 
tion will give us a much clearer Notion of that, I (hall 
refer you to it, and only take notice that the fifth 
Figure in it is fo intirely different from the others, that 
he himfelf is in fome Doubt about it, and owns it 
might have ferved the Arufpices, in examining the 
Bowels of Animals, and have been one of thofe 
Inltruments called Exjiifptcia. However, he thinks 
that if he fhould pronounce it to have been a 
Stylus^ he fhould not be much out of the way, 
fince the Ancients had their "fhec^ Grapbiari^^which 
Name will agree very well with this Brafs Cafe, and 
the Inflrument found within it. From the Stylus 
ufed to form Letters comes that figurative Expreflion, 
that a Perfon writes fuch or fuch a fort of a Style^ 

to 
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10 dcnore iiis minnefj as a laitj Siyle^ot a hw Styles 
v/!iidi way of Speaking our' own and other modem 
Naiioos have introduced into their Language, 

As to the feverai Sorts of Charta ufed for writing, 
lie obferves the moil ancient were made of Barks of 
Trees, or Skins, or were fuch as are called Ptigii^ 
fares. The oldeft were of the inner Bark of Trees 
called IJher in Latm^ whence a Book had the Name 
of Liher ; but very little of this Sort is now in Be- 
ing, except the jEg)ftian Paper may be accounted 
one Species of it. 

The Papyrus was called Bo^A^ or B/Ca©* by the 
Greeks^ and thence their Books b/CAoi or Ei€hm. This 
Sort of Charts was made of a Plant that had many 
pelliceous Tunicles, as PIkiy informs us, which w^ere 
feparated from one another by a Needle, and then glued 
again together, to give them a Strength and Firmnefs 
fuflicient to retain what might be wrote upon them, 
^kxmdrm was the Place moft eminent for this Ma- 
oufidure. There are fome Fragments of this Sort 
ftiil extant in Libraries, particularly the famous Ma- 
nufcript of St. ^farlfs Gofpel at Fenke. 

The Charts Memhranaces are made of the Skins 
of Animals, dreffed either like our Glove-Leather, or 
modern Parchment. The firft Sort was commonly 
ufed by the Jews for writing the Law of Mq/es 
upon it, and from the rowling up of thefe Skins comes 
the Word VolumeB, But the Skins which Farro and 
Pliny fay were firll made by EumeMes King of Perga^ 
mus were in more common Ufe: However, Eumems^ 
who is related by thefe Authors to have made them 
in Oppofition to Ptohmy King of jEgypt^ that had 
forbid the Eicportation of the Pafyrus from his Do* 
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minion?, does not feem to be the Inventor of the 
Charts Memhranaces^ fince Herodotus^ who lived 
long before his Time, informs us, that the Ionian s 
and other Nations were ufed to write upon Goat and 
Sheep-Skins* Jofephus alfo tell us, that the Je'ws 
fent their Laws written upon Skins in Letters of Gold 
to Ptolomy ; by which it feems as if the writing up- 
on Skins was no new thing at that Time among the 
Jews, 

The Ufe of the Pugillares was alfo very ancient, 
being mentioned by Homer j and among the Latins 
by Plautus. They were made of all Sorts of Wood, 
Ivory, and Skins covered over with Wax. They were 
like wife of feveral Colours, as red, yellow, green, 
faifron, white, and others. Being waxed over, any 
thing was eaiily wrote upon them by the Point 
of the Stylusy and as eafily rubb*d out, and aL 
ter'd by the flat Part of it. Sometimes thefe Pu- 
gillares were made of Gold, Silver, Brafs, or 
Lead, and then there was a Neceffity of an Iron 
Stylus to write or cut the Letters upon them, which 
explains that PalTage in the ipth Chapter of Jol\ 
Suis mtht det at exarentur in lihro^ Stylo ferreo 
& plumhi lamina^ vel celte fculpantur in Silice. 
TJiey confided fometimes of two, three, five, or more 
Pages, and thence were called Duplices^ TripUces^ 
^intiiplices^ and Multipjlices j and by the Greeks^ 

The Diptychs and Triptych s that were covered 
with Wax, ferved only for common Occurrences, the 
other Sorts received every thing elfe that was wrote 
upon Charts or Memhrans^ and were fometimes 
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called bv' tlie Greeks PaUmpfeJ^j from the rubbing 
out of the Letters upon them. 

The Charts Linte£^ and Bomhycins., which were 
made of Linnen or Cotton, were of a much later Date , 
and from thefe we learned to make the Paper now in 
Ufe of Linnen Rags, an Invention probably of about 
600 Years Handing. 

Writing was pra9:ifed upon all thefe Charts with 
a Reed, and afterwards with a Pen, except upon the 
PugUlares. Thefe Reeds grew upon the Banks of 
the Nile ; the Greeks alfo ufed Reeds imported from 
Per ft a for the fame Purpofe. Calami argent ei are 
alfo mentioned for Writing. 

Their Letters were formed with Liquors of various 
Colours, but chiefly black, thence called Atramefh 
tumy and in Greek fjJt?^v or fjuXoLviov. It was fome- 
times made of the Blood of the Cuttle Fi(b, fome- 
times of Soot. Apelles compofed a Black of burnt 
Ivory, which was called Elephantinum. They had 
Ink alfo from India of an approved Compofition, as 
Plin); fays. 

TheTitlesof their Chapters and Sections were wrote 
in Red,or Purple : Hence the Titles of the Roman Laws 
are called Rubrics. Their Purpura was an exceed- 
ing bright Red, or Crimfon, much in Vogue with the 
By^antineV^ntti^y and called KiwdScce^g^ which was a 
Liquor made of the Murex boiled, and its Shell very 
finely powdered ; or as Pliny relates, of the Blood of 
that Fijli. Almoft all the ancient Emperors wore this 
Colour, their Names were painted in it upon their Ban- 
ners, and they frequently wrote with it, and wore it. 
This Colour was often the Diftindion of a Roman Ma- 

giftrate, 



( >«! ) 

ftrate, and to put on the Purple was the fame thing as 
to affume the Government. This Colour was fo ad- 
mired by the Poets, that they called every thing 
which was very bright and fine. Purple-, as Horace 
complements the Swan, which is never of any Colour 
but white, with 

Purpurels ales olorihus. 
We find even Snow honoured with the fame Epithet, 
whence fome have imagined that purpureus fignify'd 
m)hite. 

The Children of the Emperors, and fuch as had a 
Profped of rifing to the Throne, and their Guardians, 
fometimes wrote with Green ; Gold alfo was employ- 
ed for the like Purpofe. They that defire to fee more 
upon this Subjed may have Recourfe to MaVtllon 
De Re Diplomatka^ and Monfaucon in his PaJso^ 
graphia Grsca. 



ill. Some Experiments concerning the poifonous 
Quality of the Simple Water dlftilled fro?n the 
Lauro-cerasus, or common Laurel, 
made upon Dogs^ at Toppingo-Hall in 
EffeXj Auguft the 14th 1731. and others 
made before fk Royal Society in their 
(^pofitory. (By Cromwell Mortimer, 2d. V. 
<^ S. Secret. 
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Took a Peck of Laurel Leaves, and put them into 
an Alembick with three Gallons of Water, which 
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